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Instrument Care Sheet 

General Woodwind Care Tips: Flutes, Saxophones, and Clarinets 

 No sodas/food before playing. Sugar + saliva build up on the pads and causes them to stick, making it difficult to play. 

 Use proper cork grease when needed. To apply it properly, you must rub the grease into the cork. Do not use ChapStick®. 

 Use a Swab to clear moisture out of your instrument. Moisture deteriorates the insides. 

 Wipe down the exterior of the instrument with a cloth to prevent corrosion. 

 Store your reed in a holder to prevent damage and germs. As soon as the reed cracks, chips, or softens, it is time to replace it. 

 Do not leave a woodwind instrument in a hot car. temperature fluxuations can damage your instrument. 

 Do not set anything on top of your woodwind instrument, whether inside or outside of its case; this includes sheet music! Damage 

occurs easily when items are set on the instrument and the case is closed. The keys are often bent this way. 

General Brass Care Tips: Trumpets, Trombones, Tubas, and Baritones 

 You can wash the mouthpiece with warm, soapy water, making sure you dry the inside thoroughly. Wipe down the exterior of all 

brass instruments with a non-treated cloth to remove fingerprints and residue. 

 Pitch is affected by temperature. Be sure to warm up your instrument before playing it 

 Never set anything on top of your brass instrument including sheet music! Damage occurs easily once case is closed. 

 Never leave a brass instrument in a hot car or in your trunk due to temp damage. 

 Oil your valves every time you play, or at least three times per week. Unscrew the top valve from the valve casing, and pull the 

valve out in a straight line. Do not twist. Apply valve oil, coating the entire valve. Do not oil your valves from the bottom caps. 

 Slide grease keeps slides airtight and maintains smooth movement. Vaseline should never be used because it is corrosive. 

 Moving and greasing all slides and bottom caps once a month will help prevent slides and caps from sticking. 

General Bowed Instrument Care Tips: Violins, Violas, and Cellos 

 You should tighten your bow to get a separation between the stick and hair of approximately 0.25” before playing. Do so by gently 

turning the tension screw at the bottom of the bow. Over tightening the bow may result in perminant damage. 

 Rosin your bow before playing. Rosin is used to make the hair sticky in order to vibrate the strings. Hold the rosin in your hand and 

bow over it in the same way as you draw the bow over the stings. Do not use too much as it produce a sticky build up on your violin. 

 After playing, gently wipe with a soft cloth to remove  the excess rosin on the strings and top of the fiddle. 

 Don’t foget to loosen your bow hair when you are finished playing. 

 Invest in a humidifier for inside the case. Winter is dry and can crack your instrument. They are only a few bucks. 

 Push the peg in towards the hole while turning while tuning. 


